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†  

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 

Office of Religious Education  

3100 S. 41st Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53215 

Dear Parents, 

 

 Welcome! Thank you for enrolling your child in our RE program! We thank you for trusting us and 

allowing us the privilege to be the parish to educate your child in the Catholic faith and open their hearts to the 

love and awareness that God has for each and every one of us! 

  

This handbook includes many resources to assist you throughout the coming year, including the RE Calendar 

(subject to change), RE program policies, contact information, and an aerial map with protocols for drop-off and 

pick-up.  

  

Our program represents the efforts of many people—our Priest, Father Glenn Powers, staff, and many catechists, 

all who make a generous commitment of time and talents to support the work of educating Blessed Sacrament 

parish children in our faith. Remember to thank them for witnessing to the truth, and be generous with your 

support, too!  

  

The RE office is dedicated to providing the best catechetical tools possible for our students and their families. If 

you have questions, concerns, or suggestions regarding the program or your child’s experiences here, please call, 

email, or visit me to discuss the matter in confidence. My phone number is (414) 800-8853 and email is 

NPetoskeyA@blessedsacramentmke.org  

  

Thank you, and may God bless you, your families, and our children,  

Sincerely in Christ,  

Ms. Nancy Petoskey Ahern 

Youth Catechesis Coordinator (YCC) 

 

 



 

  4 of 15 

Note 

This handbook contains certain policies and procedures for Blessed Sacrament’s RE program. The YCC of the 

program may change procedures and policies as needed and apply them as circumstances dictate. In the event of 

such a change, parents will be given prompt notification and provided with an addendum if necessary.  

If you have questions about a particular policy or procedure, please contact the YCC of the program. Students 

and parents must accept and abide by the policies and procedures contained in this handbook in order for the 

student to attend the program.  

Mission Statement   

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age”- Matthew 28:19-20  

 

Parent’s Prayer  

Most loving Father, the example of parenthood, 

You have entrusted our children to us to bring them up for You  

and prepare them for everlasting life. 

Assist us with your grace, that we may fulfill 

this sacred duty with competence and love. 

Teach us what to give and what to withhold. 

Show us when to reprove, when to praise and when to be silent.  

Make us gentle and considerate, yet firm and watchful. 

Keep us from the weakness of indulgence and the excess of severity.  

Give us the courage to be disliked sometimes by our children,  

when we must do necessary things which are displeasing in their eyes. 

Give us the imagination to enter their world 

in order to understand and guide them. 

Grant us all the virtues we need to lead them by word and example  

in the ways of wisdom and piety. 

One day, with them, may we enter into the joys of our true and lasting home  

with You in Heaven.  

Amen.  
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Role of Parents  

Parents are the primary religious educators of their children (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1653). The home 

is where a child first experiences the Catholic faith. You teach by example and word. It is extremely important for 

children to experience the love of God in their homes. The RE program aims to work in partnership with parents 

to assist them in living their vocation as educators of their children. The RE program should merely complement, 

not replace, the catechesis that your children are already receiving in the home. The RE program assists parents in 

their God-given role as educators of the faith by:  

 

• Providing twice monthly religious education classes for children in a classroom setting.  

• Providing opportunities to receive the sacrament of Confession, First Eucharist, and Confirmation 

• Providing the truth of the Catholic faith as handed down by Jesus Christ through  

Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, the Magisterium (teaching authority) of the Church, and the Church 

Fathers.  

 

All Christian education finds its source within the sacramental life of the Church. Therefore, it is of utmost 

importance that children are given the opportunity for frequent participation in the Sacrament of Penance and 

weekly Sunday attendance at Holy Mass. Knowledge of the Catholic faith that is not upheld by the practice of the 

sacramental life is empty knowledge. Please ensure that your children are able to participate in the life of the 

Church by attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.  

 

We remind you that the role of the RE program can only be secondary to you, the parent. We encourage you to 

do all you can, and we promise to do the best we can to aide and guide the sacramental preparation of your child. 

We offer these tips for preparing your child(ren) for the Sacraments of Confession, First Holy Communion, or 

Confirmation:  

 

• Attend Sunday Mass together, as failure to attend Sunday Mass is a grave sin.  

• If you are unable to attend due to illness or unforeseen circumstances, you can watch Mass online by 

visiting our website. https://blessedsacramentmke.org/livestream  

• Help your child to fully participate in the Mass. Remember, if you don’t sing or recite the responses, 

neither will your child.  

• Pray with your children. You are their first example of the faith.  

 

 

 

https://blessedsacramentmke.org/livestream


 

  6 of 15 

Role of Students  

Students are expected to be punctual and prepared for class, arriving no earlier than 15 minutes prior to the start 

of class and no later than 9:00 AM. Each week, students should bring all required materials and supplies that their 

catechist has asked them to bring and should conduct themselves in a manner appropriate to a classroom 

environment.  

•  Students are reminded that all property and possessions found in the classroom are to be left untouched.  

• No food, drink, or gum is permitted in the building. 

Every student has the right and privilege to learn in a classroom where students are well behaved. Similarly, every 

teachers and assistants have the right to teach in such an environment. In the event that a student finds it difficult 

to exhibit proper behavior, the teacher will call upon the YCC for assistance. Every attempt will be made to 

integrate the child into the classroom prior to contacting his/her parents. If unsuccessful, the director will enlist the 

support of the parents to rectify the situation. 

 

Learning Accommodations/Health Related Problems  

If your child has learning accommodations or health-related problems, this information should be noted within 

the online registration form. All information will remain confidential, but this information will be passed onto the 

Catechist, which will be helpful in teaching your child. If your child has an IEP (Individual Education Plan) please 

provide us with that information as well. Please call the RE office for further information, so we may have the 

tools to better instruct your child.  

 

Medical Needs  

If your child needs special medications, they must carry them to and from class every week. Your child must be 

able to self-administer emergency treatments as our staff and volunteers are not qualified to do so. Please advise 

the RE office of your child’s allergies/medical or emotional conditions and the proper responses. This 

information is kept confidential and shared only with your child’s teachers for safety purposes.  
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Grade Levels  

Students should be enrolled in the same grade as their current academic grade. 

 

First Communion 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has set seven years of age as the minimum age for receiving First Communion 

meaning that you must be seven years of age at the time of First Communion. Generally, First Communicants are 

made up of those who are in 2nd grade. Special exceptions to this age requirement are rare and should not be 

expected.  

 

Effective 2023, all students who wish to be enrolled in First Communion class will need to have completed 1st 

grade preparation the previous year. This is to ensure that students in the First Communion class are properly 

prepared. If you have a child who is in 1st grade and you are planning on First Communion for next year, they 

need to be in the 1st grade class this year. If you have any questions about this, please contact the YCC. 

 

Confirmation 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has set 16 years of age as the minimum age for being Confirmed, meaning that 

you must be 16 years of age at the time of Confirmation. Generally, Conformation candidates are made up of 

those who are juniors in high school.  

 

Effective 2023, all students who wish to be enrolled in Confirmation class will need to have been enrolled the 

previous year. This is to ensure that students in Confirmation class are properly prepared. So, if you have a child 

whom you are planning to have Confirmed next year, they need to be enrolled in classes this year. If you have any 

questions about this, please contact the YCC. 

 

Special Cases 

If you have a child that is: 

 1. Not Baptized 

 2. Seven years old or older 

3. You would like them to receive the Sacrament(s) of Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation, you need to 

speak with Ms. Petoskey Ahern as that child will be on a special track.  
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Attendance /Absences  

Attendance is taken at the beginning of each class. Excessive unexcused absences (2 or more) may result in repeat 

of the grade. For students in sacramental years, sacraments may be postponed to the following year. You must 

notify the RE office in writing via email (NPetoskeyA@blessedsacramentmke.org) if your student will be absent, 

and the reason for the absence. If a reason is not given, the absence will be marked unexcused. This must be 

done within a day of the absence, preferably before class time. Excused absences include illness, family 

emergency, family trip, etc.  

 

Three tardies and/or early pick-ups will result in one unexcused absence.  

 

Please make every effort to have your student at class, on time, and for the duration of class. 

 

Inclement Weather  

If bad weather threatens just before scheduled RE class, use your best judgment and stay home if your family’s 

safety could be jeopardized. Inclement weather cancellations of classes will not penalize your child from receiving 

any of the sacraments as this is out of our control. It is imperative that you check your email on those days there 

might be inclement weather as the YCC will send an email as early as possible. When the weather is iffy, the YCC 

will send an email to inform you if we will be having class or not. It is VITAL that you check your email.  

 

Dress Code  

• Modesty, Appropriate Messaging 

• Weather Appropriate 

• Bermuda length shorts or longer are the only shorts that may be worn  

• No short skirts or short shorts  

• No tank tops (boys or girls) or spaghetti straps or other revealing clothing  

• No shoes with cleats or wheels or flip flops  

• All hats must be removed before entering the building.  

 

Certain types of attire are not appropriate to wear to RE class or in Church, in the presence of Our Lord in the 

Blessed Sacrament. Our efforts to teach students reverence for God and each other includes guiding them in how 

to best present themselves modestly and respectfully.  
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Arrival  

Drive-by drop off is not permitted. Kindergarten through 8th grade students must be escorted to the classroom by 

a parent or guardian. Please see map on the following page for the proper location of dropping off and picking up. 

The front door will be unlocked 15 minutes before class begins—8:45 AM and 5 minutes before the end of class—

10:25 AM. The doors are locked while classes are going on for safety reasons. Please try to avoid tardiness—it is 

very disruptive to the teacher and all the students in your child’s class. Remember, three tardies and/or early pick-

ups will result in one unexcused absence.  

 

Signing up for Classes & Sacramental Records 

To enroll for classes, please visit: www.blessedsacramentmke.org/registerforclasses. Please note that for each child 

the entire form needs to be submitted. Please fill out the form as completely and accurately as possible.  

 

You will also need to provide a copy of all sacramental certificates for each child. For some of you, this will mean 

Baptismal Certificates only as your student might not have received First Communion yet. If your student has 

been baptized and received First Communion, please provide copies of each of these certificates. Regardless of 

whether your student is receiving a Sacrament this year or not, the YCC will need copies for each student. 

 

The preferred way of submitting certificates is via email by scanning the certificate and sending it to the YCC at 

NPetoskeyA@blessedsacramentmke.org. If that’s not possible, please provide a copy to either the parish office or 

to the YCC directly either at Saturday school classes or some other time.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blessedsacramentmke.org/registerforclasses
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Discipline  

RE students are expected to treat teachers, adults, peers, as well as all private and Church property, with respect 

and Christian charity. Our goals of teaching the faith and inspiring the love of God is a serious endeavor that calls 

everyone to practice what is being taught. Every student who disrupts class, behaves in a disrespectful or un-

Christian manner, or damages private or Church property will receive a verbal reprimand from the teacher.  If 

two or more reprimands are required, the student is removed from the classroom and sent to the RE office. If the 

situation continues, the student’s parents will be called to confer with the YCC. We ask that no one use or touch 

anything on the teacher’s and/or student’s desk or any displays that belong to school personnel. If anything is 

damaged or removed, it will be expected to be returned or replaced by whomever is responsible.  We are guests 

in Blessed Sacrament School and must treat this property and classrooms with the upmost respect.   

 

Electronic Devices  

Devices such as cell phones, tablets, and laptops certainly are necessary, convenient tools and at times either the 

YCC, instructor, or someone else in the program may be required to have their phone on them in case of an 

emergency. In order to prevent such devices from becoming a distraction while in class, we have established the 

following policy: 

  

Students who bring any electronic devices to class must keep these devices turned off and out of sight. Only if 

instructed by the catechist may a student be on their device for any reason. If arrangements are made by a parent 

of the student ahead of time with the YCC or the Catechist, then having a device might be permitted. 
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Program Fees 

Program fees are a necessary part of sustaining a RE program. They help ensure that we can provide catechists, 

students, and families with the best materials to aid in education.  

 

Tuition is $70 per student and can be paid either online, to the parish office, or to the YCC directly.  

To pay online, you can do so at the time of registration or visit  

www.blessedsacramentmke.org/give and select “Religious Education Tuition”. 

 

Tuition is due in full by 10:30 AM, Saturday September 10th. We want to be sensitive to various financial 

situations, so a payment plan is an option. Also, tuition assistance can be made available on a case by case basis. If 

you have financial concerns, PLEASE do not hesitate to speak with Ms. Petoskey Ahern. 

 

In the event that a student voluntarily leaves RE or is dismissed for any reason including, but not limited to poor 

attendance or disciplinary reasons, no refund will be issued.  

 

Snacks  

Given the various food allergies that our students have, the policy on snacks is as follows. All classrooms and the 

school need to be snack free. Most students should eat or will have eaten breakfast shortly before class and all 

classes are dismissed before lunch time.  

 

If there is a medical reason as to why your student may need a snack during this period, please speak with Ms. 

Petoskey Ahern and a plan to accommodate will be made. 

 

If there is a special celebration such as Halloween, Christmas, Easter, etc. advance notice will be given and 

students will not consume any food until they are dismissed from class and with the permission of a 

parent/guardian.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blessedsacramentmke.org/give
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Safe Environment Program 

For any adult who wishes to serve as staff or a volunteer and has contact with minors, the following requirements 

must be met prior to employment or volunteer service.  

 

• Safe environment education for all clergy, religious men and women, all paid personnel, and volunteers 

including catechists.  

• State and national background checks for all clergy, religious men and women, paid personnel, and 

volunteers, including catechists to be repeated every five years. 

• All clergy, religious men and women, paid personnel, and volunteers, including catechists, must read and sign 

a consent form acknowledging they have received and will abide by the Code of Ethical Standards for Church 

Leaders.  

• All clergy, religious men and women, paid personnel, and volunteers, including catechists, received and 

acknowledge Mandatory Reporting Responsibilities. 

 

These trainings are designed to help adults provide a safe environment in which adults can learn how best to care 

for their students. Further, it informs them of their obligations and rights as mandated reporter of child abuse. 

Clearances must be completed prior to working in an environment with children.  

 

Photography & Video Consent Form (See attached form) 

 

2022-2023 Saturday School Schedule 

 

***All Classes start at 9:00 AM and end at 10:30 AM. They are held in Blessed Sacrament School.*** 

 

September 10th, 2022   January 7th, 2023 

September 24th, 2022   January 21st, 2023 

October 8th, 2022   February 4th, 2023 

October 22nd, 2022   February 18th, 2023 

November 5th, 2022    March 4th, 2023 

November 19th, 2022   March 18th, 2023 

December 3rd, 2022   April 1st, 2023 

December 17th, 2022   April 15th, 2023 

     April 29th, 2023 

     May 7th, 2023 
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Sacramental Dates 

First Reconciliation - Friday, January 13th 2023 at 6:00 PM in Blessed Sacrament Church 

First Communion Retreat - Saturday, May 20th 2023 at 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM in the Church Hall 

First Communion - Sunday, May 21st 2023 at 2:00 PM in Blessed Sacrament Church 

Confirmation Rehearsal - TBA  

Confirmation - Tuesday, May 16th 2023 at 7:00 PM at the Basilica of Saint Josephat, Milwaukee 

 

Contact Information 

Nancy Petoskey Ahern 

Email: NPetoskeyAblessedsacramentmke.org 

Office Phone: (414) 800-8853  

Parish Website: www.blessedsacramentmke.org 

 

Catechists 

Michael Federman - Director of Christian Formation 

Nancy Petoskey Ahern – Youth Catechesis Coordinator 

Susan Krawczak - Kindergarten/1st Grade 

Jim Schulz - First Communion Class/2nd Grade 

Mary Zolandz – First Communion Class/2nd Grade 

Nicole Brzezinski - Confirmation 

Nancy Petoskey Ahern - Confirmation 

 

We are always looking for more catechists! If you become a catechist and have a child in the program, their 

tuition is free! Please come talk with the YCC if you have any interest!  

 

mailto:michael.federman@blessedsacramentmke.org
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2022-2023  

Staff at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Community 


